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1st  June,  i960. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Shaftesbury  Borough  Council 


Madam  &  Gentlemen, 


1959. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1935  and  1951. 


The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has 
remained  satisfactory.  There  was  no  undue  incidence  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease.  The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with 
those  for  the  Cotin  try  as  a  whole. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Teasdale,  your  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  and  for 
his  assistance  in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  Mrs.  J. 
Sammons  for  her  efficient  services. 


I  would  also  like  to  thank  you.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year*. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


3 


ou  • 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


A,  Area  -  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  value:  1st  April,  i960  -  £42,129 

Production  of  a  penny  rates  1959/60  -  £156  (estimate) 

1960/61  -  £165  (estimate) 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  -  3,410 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female . 


Comparative  Rates 


23 

21 

2 


22  )Rate  per  1 ,000 
20  ) resident  pop: 

2  )=  13.2 


(a)  Shaftesbury 
Borough 

13.7 


(b)  England  & 
Wales. 

16*5 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Total  Nil  Nil  Rate  per  1,000 

live  &  stillbirths 

=  Nil  Nil  20.7 


DEATHS 


Total  24  34  Rate  per  1 ,000 

resident  pops 

=  16.8 


Deaths  in  infants. 


Under  1  Year  Nil 
Under  4  weeks  Nil 
Under  1  -week  Nil 


1  Infantile  death 
Nil  rate  per  1 ,000 
Nil  live  births 

=  17.5 


12.9 


22.8 


11.6 


22.0 


mi- 
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Deaths 

from  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

ft 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ft 

n 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

2 

Nil 

3 

1 

ft 

it 

Other  Cancer 

7 

1 

8 

- 

ft 

if 

Coronary  Disease (Angina)  10 

8 

7 

8 

ft 

ft 

Other  Heart  or  Vascular 

disease 

28 

15 

15 

- 

tf 

H 

Influenza 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

tt 

tt 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

2 

2 

2 

ft 

M 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ft 

ft 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

N 

It 

Suicide 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

tl 

tt 

Leukaemia  &  Aleukemia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


B.  Nature  of  the  District 


Shaftesbury  is  an  ancient  Borough  with  strong  historical 
connections.  It  is  a  market  town  supplying  the  requirements 
of  the  f aiming  community  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Its 
principal  industries  and  trades  include  glove  making  and  the 
local  central  depots  for  the  Southern  Electricity  Board  and  Post 
Office  Engineers  are  stationed  there,  A  Government  Radio 
Station  is  also  within  its  boundaries. 


C,  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  District. 


The  personal  health  services,  including  the  home  nursing 
and  domestic  home  help  service,  are  provided  by  the  Dorset 
County  Council  and  no  comment  is  called  for  with  regard  to  them. 

The  ambulance  services  continued  to  be  provided  by  the 
County  Council  using  the  „St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  as  their 
agent.  An  efficient  service  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  hospital  services  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  and  the 
Bournemouth  and  West  Hants  Hospital  Management  Committees ,  the 
local  hospital  being  the  Westminster  Memorial  Hospital,  having 
in-patient  beds,  an  out-patient  department  and  a  maternity  annexe. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  Laborat¬ 
ory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 

Prophylactic  Inoculations, 

Preventive  inoculation  against  Infectious  disease  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  through  its  school  medical, 
child  welfare  and  medical  practitioner  services. 

During  the  year  the  following  treatments  were  carried  out.  The 
figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for  the  preceding  year. 

Poliomyelitis  (Six  months  to  twenty  five  years) 

A  poliomyelitis  vaccination  treatment  session  was  held 

regularly  in  Shaftesbury  from  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  on  the 

second  Thursday  in  the  month. 


Two  treatments  completed 

333 

(488) 

Three  treatments  completed 

595 

— 

Diphtheria. 

Primary  treatments 

56 

(23) 

Booster  treatments 

37 

(8) 

Whooping  Cough 

Primary  treatments 

48 

(28) 

Booster  treatments 

19 

(8) 

Tetanus 

Primary  treatments 

53 

(11) 

Booster  treatments 

1 

(Hil) 

Smallpox 

Primary  vaccinations 

33 

(30) 

Re -Vaccinations 

15 

(Nil) 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against 

tuberculosis 

85 

- 
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D.  Environmental  Health  Services. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  -  Noel  P.  Pearson, 

M.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.F. ,D.P.H. 

He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  four  other  District 
Councils  in  the  North  Dorset  Area  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to  his  duties  with 
your  Council  is  something  less  than  one  half  day  per  week. 


Public  Health  Inspector  (Part  time) 


Technical  Assistant  (Part  time) 
Clerical  Staff  (Part  time) 


-  William  Nozroan  Teasdale, 

M.R.S.H.  ,M.A.P.H.I. , 
Certificate  of  R.S.H.  and 
S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Poods. 

-  Philip  Stroud. 

-  One  shorthand  typist/clerk. 


WATER  SUP1LY. 


At  the  Barton  Hill  Wells ,  the  improvement  in  supply  shown 
towards  the  end  of  1958  continued  during  1959,  and  the  yield  was 
higher  than  has  been  recorded  in  ary  of  the  post  war  years.  The 
exceptionally  dry  summer  gave  rise  to  a  very  large  increase  in 
the  demand  and  the  increased  consumption  was  more  than  met  by  the 
yield.  There  is  no  doubt  tnat  this  satisfactory  position  was  largely 
due  to  the  very  wet  winter  of  1958/59  and  it  is  too  early  to  fore¬ 
cast  whether  the  same  conditions  are  likely  to  prevail  in  i960. 

The  total  annual  yield  of  the  wells  during  1959  was  47,469,000 
gallons,  an  overall  increase  on  the  1958  figures  of  5,933,000  gallons, 
or  an  average  increase  of  just  over  16,000  gallons  per  day  (14.3^). 
This  increase  resulted  in  considerably  less  demand  on  the  auxiliary 
supply  at  Salisbury  Road  and  the  quantity  pumped  was  limited  to 
mid  summer  when  the  demand  was  at  its  peak  and  then,  merely,  for 
topping  up  the  reservoir  and  filling  the  swimming  bath.  The  total 
pumped  was  206,000  gallons,  a  decrease  of  1,926,000  gallons  on  the 
previous  year,  canparing  very  favourably  with  the  total  of  4,913,000 
gallons  during  1957.  The  total  consumption  of  water  in  the  town, 
during  the  year  was  47,675,000  gallons,  or  an  average  of  131,000  gall¬ 
ons  per  day  an  increase  of  4,007,000  gallons,  or  an  average  of 
11,000  gallons  per  day.  This  represents  an  average  consumption  of 
38  gallons  per  day  per  head  of  population. 

Quality.  During  the  year  32  samples  were  submitted  for 
examination.  All  proved  satisfactory. 

A  chemical  analysis  taken  during  the  year  showed  little  var¬ 
iation  from  previous  chemical  analyses  with  a  total  hardness  of 
250  parts  per  million  of  which,  only  18  parts  were  permanent. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 


New  Connections  and  Extensions.  The  installation  of  a  new 
booster  pump  and  conversion  of  the  existing  pumps  was  commenced 
during  the  year  and  almost  completed*  This  installation  has 
brought  about  a  25 %  increase  in  the  output  of  each  pump  and  makes 
certain  of  adequate  standby  for  both  pumps  in  case  of  breakdown 
and  it  will  ensure  adequate  supplies  at  high  levels  for  several 
years  to  come  as  and  when  extension  of  the  town  takes  place  to  the 
North  East. 

Certain  extensions  of  the  3"  main  in  Salisbury  Road  were  put 
in  hand  privately  for  the  development  of  a  new  housing  estate. 

No  mains  work  was  carried  out  to  meet  complaints  in  the 
Motcombe  Road  area,  the  Council  having  decided  to  overcome  the 
problem  by  the  installation  of  auxilliary  storage  cisterns. 

Other  new  connections  carried  out  were  for  a  limited  number 
of  private  houses,  alteration  of  services  to  meet  expanding  and 
improved  business  premises  and  alteration  of  agricultural  supplies 
to  meet  the  needs  of  road  improvement  schemes. 

Domestic  Supplies.  There  has  been  a  further  gradual  decrease 
in  the  number  of  standpipe  water  supplies  in  the  town,  these  having 
been  reduced  to  30  in  number,  serving  a  population  of  56  persons,  but 
until  further  house  building  takes  place  ana  clearance  schemes  are 
commenced,  the  eradication  of  these  supplies  is  bound  to  be  a  slow 
process. 

New  connections  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

domestic  use  _ _ 12 

Agricultural  purposes  _  1 

Other  purposes _ 4 

Re-Grouping  of  Water  Undertakings . 

The  re-grouping  of  the  Council's  water  undertaking  is  well 
advanced,  and  the  Y/est  Wilts  Water  Board  Order  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  Minister.  As  from  1st  April,  I960  the  Water  Board  become 
responsible  for  the  water  supplies  in  the  areas  of  the  Borough  of 
Shaftesbury,  Urban  Districts  of  Trowbridge,  Warminster  and  Westbury 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Mere  and  Tisbury,  Shaftesbury  and 
Warminster  and  Westbury.  The  Borough's  water  supply  will  be  merged 
with  that  of  the  Rural  District-  and  form  the  Southern  Division  of 
the  Board  under  a  Divisional  Engineer  and  administered  from  the 
Board's  headquarters  at  Warminster. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 


There  have  been  the  usual  minor  blockages  occurring  in  the 
disposal  areas  at  Holyrood  Farm,  Paynes  Place  and  Enmore  Green,  but 
the  systems  appear  to  have  worked  reasonably  satisfactorily  over 
the  past  year.  The  effluent  areas  at  Holyrood  Farm  and  Bnmore 
Green  have  required  certain  extra  attention  to  prevent  scouring 
taking  place,  and  an  animal  contract  has  been  entered  into  to  cleanse 
the  Enmore  Green  tanks.  Long  Gross,  however,  still  gives  rise  to 
complaints  and  negotiations  are  under  way  for  the  operation  of 
further  purification  methods. 
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The  Tanyard  Lane  sewer  has  been  subject  to  further  repairs 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  length  of  sewer  proposed  for  this 
area  will  be  under  construction  during  I960. 

The  old  brick  barrel  sewers  continue  to  give  cause  for 
investigation  and  improvements  as  more  improvement  and  recon¬ 
struction  schemes  for  property  in  the  centre  of  the  town  are 
submitted.  In  some  cases,  unexpected  problems  have  arisen  where 
existing  drainage  has  been  altered  and  the  line  of  old  drains 
under  property  has  cone  to  light.  In  other  cases,  the  old  brick 
sewers  have  foundered  and  repairs  have  had  to  be  carried  out  under 
difficult  conditions.  At  Angel  Lane  the  Post  Office  complained 
of  sewage  continually  gaining  access  to  their  underground  cable 
inspection  chambers.  It  was  ascertained  with  some  difficulty 
that  one  of  their  ducts  had  cut  through  the  bottom  of  a  branch 
sewer.  To  overcome  this,  a  short  length  of  new  branch  sewer  had 
to  be  laid  to  the  recently  laid  sewer  in  Angel  Lane, 

A  new  housing  estate  at  Pix  Mead,  Salisbury  Road,  has  meant 
the  extension  of  the  town's  sewerage  system  to  include  the  branch 
sewers  on  this  estate,  most  of  which  have  now  been  laid  by  the 
developer. 

The  present  Building  bye-laws  do  not  insist  upon  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  inspection  chambers  upon  private  drains,  except  under 
certain  specific  conditions,  and  the  absence  of  this  requirement 
makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  carry  out  adequate  testing  of  new 
installations.  Such  chambers  are  often  asked  for  as  close  to  the 
boundary  of  property  as  possible  before  discharging  into  the  sewer 
but  are  not  always  constructed  unless  the  owner  can  be  persuaded  to 
do  so.  I  feel  that  this  is  an  omission  which  can  give  rise  to 
complications  not  only  on  testing,  but  also  in  clearing  any  blockage 
which  may  arise  in  the  future. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING-. 


Collection.  The  Council's  action  in  requiring  the  provision 
of  regulation  dust  bins  has  made  a  considerable  difference  to  the 
appearance  of  the  town  at  the  time  of  refuse  collection  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  improvement  will  continue  and  that  the  public  will 
be  encouraged  to  maintain  the  use  of  proper  containers  in  their  own 
interests.  It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  eventually  ways  and  means 
will  be  adopted  to  dispense  with  kerbside  collections  and  for 
refuse  to  be  collected  fran  the  rear  of  premises. 


Disposal.  Conditions  at  the  Salisbury  Road  refuse  tip  have 
not  improved  and,  in  fact,  with  further  accumulation  of  refuse  on 
the  mound  already  created,  it  has  become  increasingly  obvious  that 
another  tipping  site  must  be  obtained.  The  tipping  area  has  been 
slightly  increased  by  taking  in  part  of  the  adjoining  field,  but, 
unless  the  Council  are  prepared  to  use  the  whole  of  the  field 
eventually,  this  can  only  be  a  temporary  extension  of  the  time  the 
area  can  be  used  as  a  tip.  It  is  not  to  be  recommended  that  this 
field,  adjoining  a  busy  main  road,  should  be  used  for  many  more 
years  to  build  up  a  mound  of  refuse. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (Continued) 


Disposal. 

i  ■ 

A  certain  amount  of  levelling  and  covering  is  contemplated, 
but  until  the  Council  are  prepared  to  purchase  heavy  bull-dozing 
or  excavating  equipment,  this  tip  is  bound  to  be  a  constant  source 
of  complaint.  The  remedial  measures  undertaken  have  had  a  limited 
effect.  The  use  of  Lindane  powder  in  1959  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  effect  during  the  very  dry  summer,  whilst  the  many  voids  in  the 
refuse  and  lack  of  compaction  continually  causes  re -infestation  by 
rats  in  spite  of  the  almost  weekly  attention  of  the  rodent  oper¬ 
atives. 


The  local  joint  committee  in  the  area  to  explore  co-operation 
in  refuse  disposal  did  not  meet  during  the  year  and  progress  in 
this  field  seems  to  be  at  a  standstill. 


Street  Cleansing.  With  the  engaging  of  extra  labour  for 
street  cleansing  in  the  summer  months,  the  side  streets  have  had 
more  attention  and  the  general  overall  picture  showed  considerable 
improvement.  The  main  streets  have  had  daily  attention  and  in 
many  ways  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  placing  of  litter  bins  in 
large  numbers  would  assist  very  materially. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 


No  action  has  been  called  for  during  the  past  year. 


SHOPS  ACT, 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  within  the  Borough. 


No.  of  inspections  carried  out  _ _ _ _  81 

No.  of  defects  found  _ _ _  1 1 

No.  of  notices  served _ ____ _ 11 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  _ _ _ 12. 


Very  little  action  has  been  called  for  in  the  administration 
of  the  Shops  Acts  during  the  past  year.  There  were  two  cases  of 
opening  outside  permitted  times  or  failure  to  close  on  one  half 
day  per  week.  Informal  action  was  sufficient  to  correct  these 
infringements,  and  this  also  applied  in  other  cases  of  inadequate 
toilet  facilities  and  working  temperatures. 
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FACTORIES  ACT ,  1937  (Nil  figures  axe  not  given) 


No.  of  premises  Inspections. Writ ten 
on  register.  Notices. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  he  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  2  4  - 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  21  58  4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

out-workers'  premises)  11  H 


Total  -  34  73  4 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 

Found  Remedied  Referred  by 

Factory 

Inspector. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  22 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

Unsuitable  or  defective  321 

Other  offences  1  -  - 


Total  - 


No.  of  outworkers  -  116  (Wearing  Apparel) 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  is  one  public  open  air  bath  in  the  Borough. 

The  bath  was  very  much  in  use  during  the  exceptionally  dry  and 
warm  summer.  Because  of  the  extensive  use  of  season  tickets  and 
school  periods  it  is  not  possible  to  give  information  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  using  the  bath  during  the  year,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  1959  ma y  well  have  been  a  record  year.  The  local  schools 
made  full  use  of  every  available  day  time  period  during  term  time. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  (Continued) 


An  oubtreak  of  verruca  amongst  local  children  gave  rise  to 
certain  restrictions  heing  imposed  upon  persons  using  the  baths 
in  order  to  prevent  spread  of  the  infection.  Increased  precaut¬ 
ions  -were  also  carried  out  to  intensify  disinfection  of  the 
changing  rooms  and  surrounds. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  further  considerable  improvements 
were  commenced  at  the  swimming  bath  which  provide  additional 
amenities  and  improved  water  purification. 

All  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  bath  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  for  a  camping  site 
to  be  used  in  the  district,  this  licence  terminating  on  the 
31st  December.  This  licence  was  to  cover  caravan  camping  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  during  the  summer,  but  the  application 
was  refused  on  planning  grounds. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  if  an  application  were  received  for 
a  permanent  site,  providing  all  the  necessary  hard  standing, 
drainage,  sanitary  and  other  facilities,  such  an  application 
would  receive  more  favour-able  consideration,  as  there  is  a  need 
for  a  properly  controlled  site  within  the  area  during  the  summer 
months.  Caravan  holidays  are  on  the  increase  and  there  is  a 
considerable  demand  for  such  facilities  by  the  general  public  and 
no  amount  of  attempted  prohibition  by  local  authorities  by 
excessive  restrictions  on  the  grounds  of  amenity  will  stop  this 
demand.  It  would  be  far  better  if  local  authorities,  including 
planning  authorities,  would  accept  this  fact  and  cater  for  such 
a  demand  by  either  settirg  up  proper  sites  themselves  or  give 
every  encouragement  to  a  limited  number  of  sites  in  their  area 
laid  out  and  maintained  in  a  proper  manner. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES . 


There  has  been  no  action  called  for  in  respect  of  verminous 
premises  recognised  such,  but  there  has  been  a  considerable 
demand  for  treatment  of  premises  infested  by  cluster  flies  during 
the  dry  summer.  A  very  large  number  of  houses  have  been  affected 
in  the  roof  spaces  initially,  the  infestation  then  spreading  to 
other  parts  of  the  house.  In  nearly  all  cases  Lindane  smoke 
bombs  have  been  used  and  have  been  effective  in  a  limited  way, 
primarily  because  of  the  difficulty  of  completely  sealing  the  roof 
area  long  enough  for  the  smoke  to  take  full  effect.  The  roof 
areas  are  too  well  ventilated  to  retain  the  smoke  for  long,  and 
in  a  short  time  re -infestation  takes  place  and  increases.  To 
obviate  frequent  visits  by  staff,  the  Council  have  agreed  to  the 
free  supply  of  the  bombs  to  all  persons  affected  so  that  they  can 
themselves  treat  the  infestations  as  they  arise.  Experiments  are 
being  carried  out  with  liquid  DDT  pressure  sprays  on  the  roof  timbers 
and  internal  surfaces  with  a  view  to  a  more  long  term  effect. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  above  Act  are  carried  out 
in  the  district  by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee. 

The  Rodent  Officer  of  that  Committee,  together  with  his 
operatives  have  dealt  with  all  complaints  received  veiy  efficien- 
t  ly  and  the  effectiveness  of  this  work  can  be  measured  by  the 
comparatively  few  complaints  that  are  now  received  from  private 
premises. 


The  main  sources  of  infestation  continue  to  be  the  Salisbury 
Road  refuse  tip  and  the  sewer  outfalls,  although  two  areas  have 
had  to  be  especially  dealt  with  on  unoccupied  properties  at 
St.  James  Street  and  High  Street,  particularly  during  the  demolit¬ 
ion  of  these  properties,  to  guard  against  migration  of  rats  to 
surrounding  premises.  Comment  has  been  made  about  the  continual 
re -infestation  at  the  refuse  tip  and  the  difficulties  encountered 
in  treatment  of  this  particular  rea,  but  efforts  are  continually 
being  made  to  keep  it  under  control.  Owing  to  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  work  brought  about  by  the  farms  coming  under  the 
control  of  the  Committee,  the  routine  work  carried  out  on  the 
sewers  has  decreased. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  F  TILING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951. 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
this  Act. 


FET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951. 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
this  Act. 


SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS) 


Periodic  inspections  continue  to  be  carried  out  at  all 
schools  and  school  canteens  with  officers  of  the  County  Health 
Department.  The  standard  of  hygiene  can  be  rated  as  very  satis¬ 
factory,  particularly  when  the  age  of  a  number  of  the  premises  and 
the  difficulties  of  modernisation  is  taken  into  account.  The 
staff  of  the  schools  make  every  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1 9hS  &  1951  -  Section  47. 


No  action  was  called  for  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING. 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  _ _ 1,111 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the 


year _ 297 

No.  of  inspections  made  _ _ _ _ 438 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ _ _ 59 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  _ _ 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  _ _ _ _ Nil 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with _ _ Nil 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 _ Nil 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  ~ 


Undertakings  accepted  for  - 


Closure  _ _ Nil 

Reconditioning _ Nil 

Other  Action  _ _ Nil 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the 

year  _ _  Nil 


Overcrowding . 

No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year. 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  houses  in  the  Borough  are  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 
Requisitioned  Premises. 

No  house  was  held  by  the  Council  under  requisition  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Rehousing. 

Eight  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  during  the 

year. 

Housing  Applications. 

Resident  within  the  district  _ 37 

Resident  without  the  district  _ _ _ 1 2 

Supplementary  List  _  8 


Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

Once  again,  I  have  to  report  that  no  houses  have  been 
provided  by  the  Council  during  the  past  year  in  spite  of  the 
need  for  additional  Council  house  accommodation  being  accepted. 

Twelve  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the 

year. 
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In  eight  instances  ' discretionary*  improvement  grants  were 
made  and  two  ’standard*  grants,  to  enable  sub-standard  property  to 
be  improved. 

At  long  last,  the  actual  demolition  of  eleven  houses  in 
Clearance  Area  No.  3  (St.  James  Street)  was  effected. 

Clearance  area  No.  4  remains  as  it  did  twelve  months  ago, 
two  houses  still  being  occupied.  It  is  not  uninteresting  to 
note  that  one  of  the  occupied  houses  in  this  Clearance  area  is 
one  which  was  represented  as  long  ago  as  1937  as  being  ’unfit 
for  human  habitation’ . 

The  Council  is  very  much  in  arrear  with  the  five  year 
programme  of  slum  clearance  which  it  set  for  itself  in  1955, 
but  until  more  new  houses  are  in  the  course  of  provision  no 
active  steps  towards  slum  clearance  are  a  practical  proposition. 

The  present  principle  accepted  by  the  Council  of  attempting 
to  secure  that  each  new  housing  scheme  shall  be  self  supporting 
is  bound  to  result  in  excessively  high  rents  for  houses  provided 
at  the  present  time  and  it  would  appear  that  the  only  possible 
solution  to  this  is  either  a  spreading  of  the  increased  costs 
over  all  the  Council  house  rents,  a  differential  rent  scheme  or 
subsidising  Council  house  rents  from  the  general  rate  fund. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES . 

Milk. 


No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  dealers  operating 
the  milk  supplies  of  the  district  but  three  tradesmen  have  been 
registered  as  distributors  of  milk  in  sealed  containers.  This 
has  relieved  the  position  somewhat,  in  that  casual  supplies  of  milk 
were  not  available  at  one  time,  but  there  is  still  roan  for  the 
retail  distribution  of  such  milk  in  the  town  for  the  convenience 
and  use  of  the  travelling  public  and  shoppers  in  the  main  shopping 
centre. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act.  1995° 

No.  of  ’dealers’  subject  to  registration 

by  the  District  Council  _ _ _ J. 

No.  of  ’dairies'  in  the  district  subject 

to  registration  _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _  Nil 

No.  of  'distributors’  subject  to  regis¬ 
tration  _ _ _ 4. 


Samples. 


No.  of  samples  of 
during  the  year:- 


milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
Passed.  Failed.  Total. 


Tuberculin  Tested  3  “  3 

Pasteurised  6-6 
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Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations ,  1959  -  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 
Other  Pood  Premises. 


The  number  of  food  premises 

in  the  area, 

by  "type  of  business 

Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes 
boarding  houses 

and 

9 

Canteens  -  School  and  workplace 

9 

Confectioners 

2 

Meat  and  Pish 

8 

Grocers  9 

Mixed  Stores  8 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 
residential  institutions 

2 

Pood  factories 

Nil 

Stalls 

Nil 

Other 

21 

No.  of  above  subject  to  registration  under  Section  16  of  the 
Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  in  respect  of  - 

Ice  cream  _ _ 16 

Sausages  &  prepared  meats  7 

Pish  and  ^hips  _ 2 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue- 
Test  _ _ _ _ _ Nil 

No.  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year  $0 
No.  of  inspections  carried  out  _ _ _ 1 14 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  -  1956, 

The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  has  remained  more  or  less,  the  same 
as  the  previous  year,  but  with  the  extension  of  business  generally, 
there  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  expansion  of  premises  in  certain 
quarters  and  an  Improvement  in  the  layout,  hygiene  and  decoration 
of  a  number  of  food  shops.  The  general  level  of  hygiene  is  satis¬ 
factory  but  it  would  be  true  to  say  that  in  some  quarters  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  some  of  the  food  shops  and  in  the  methods 
adopted  by  employers  and  employees  of  those  shops.  The  constant 
supervision  of  food  shops  is  almost  impracticable  because  of  the 
lack  of  staff  to  enforce  all  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses .  There  is  only  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in 
the  Borough. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  18.0%  in  the  number  of  animals  slaught¬ 
ered  during  the  year  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  amount  of 

time  spent  on  meat  inspection  was  not,  however,  reduced  comparatively 
as  slaughtering  took  place  on  as  many  days  and  the  time  spent  on 
inspection  has  to  be  geared  to  the  availability  of  carcases  for  inspec¬ 
tion  at  the  time  visits  can  be  made.  Most  of  the  slaughtering  is 
carried  out  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  cattle  carcases  found  to  be  affected 
with  tuberculosis  (0.34%)  as  against  5*34%  in  1958)  would  appear  to  be 
the  result  of  the  tuberculosis  eradication  scheme  having  become  oper¬ 
ative  in  the  area. 
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Once  again  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  regulations  have  been 
made  controlling  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  from  a  slaughter¬ 
house  or  knackers  yard  unless  it  has  been  stained  or  sterilized. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

jjNumber  killed 

186 

110 

1,618 

272 

109 

pumber  Inspected 

186 

110 

1,618 

272 

109 

IaII  diseases  except 

| Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

16 

8 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

38 

39 

3 

72 

7 

Percentage  of  the 
numoer  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

22.0% 

50.0% 

0.7% 

27.2% 

8.3% 

jjTuberculosis  only: 

IjWhole  carcases 
!|  condemned 

•Carcases  of  which 
seme  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

. 

. 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

o.5% 

1.8% 

C.ysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
,  some  part  or  organ 

3  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

_ 

e. 

<— 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Butchers'  Shops  and  Other  Premises. 

No  meat  was  condemned  at  butcher's  shops  for  bone  taint  or  other 
causes  either  of  home  killed  or  imported  meat.  The  quantities  of  tinned 
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Butchers*  Shops  and  Other  Premises  (Continued) 


goods  condemned  shows  a  considerable  increase,  but  this  was  to  be 
expected  after  the  remarkably  low  figures  registered  for  the 
previous  year. 


Tinned  Meat  60  lbs. 
Tinned  Fruit  364  lbs. 
Tinned  Fish  14  lbs. 
Tinned  Milk  7  lbs. 
Tinned  Vegetables  36  lbs. 


Total  -  481  lbs. 


Total  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  -  10,830  lbs. 

Basement  Bakehouses. 

There  is  one  basement  bakehouse  in  the  town  which  is  licensed 
for  use  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  in  so  far  as  the  premises 
are  considered  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSIECTIONS  (INCLUDING  HOUSING-)  CARRIED  OUT. 


Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  2.626 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ _  271 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  240 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  _ _  1 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  _ _ Nil 

No.  of  prosecutions  _  Nil 


E.  RADIATION  HAZARDS. 


During  the  year  Circular  57/59  was  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Radioactive  Substances  ^ill 
was  introduced  before  Parliament. 


The  Circular  reviewed  the  measures  taken  at  the  present  time 
by  the  several  Government  departments  concerned  to  assess  and 
control  radiation  hazards. 

The  monitoring  for  natural  background  radiation  and  from 
nuclear  fall  out  does  appear  to  be  a  matter  better  undertaken  by 
the  central  Government.  It  is  however  very  important  that  the 
findings  and  interpretation  of  the  findings,  in  readily  under¬ 
standable  form  should  be  made  known  to  local  Authorities  and  their 
officers  if  the  confidence  of  the  public  is  to  be  best  maintained. 
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If  the  Radioactive  Substances  Bill  is  not  materially  changed 
in  its  passage  through  Parliament,  local  Authorities  will  be  aware 
of  the  existence  of  premises  within  their  district  where  radioactive 
material  is  in  use  and  with  regard  to  the  authorised  arrangement 
for  the  disposal  of  radioactive  waste  from  such  premises. 

Although  the  control  over  the  use  and  disposal  of  such 
materials  will  remain  with  the  central  Government,  the  infor¬ 
mation  given  under  the  Bill  to  Local  Authorities  will  be  of  some 
advantage  in  connection  with  their  responsibility  for  the  maint¬ 
enance  of  a  healthy  environment. 


P.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Other  than  Tuberculosis 


Disease 


Total  Cases 
Notified, 


Dysentery 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


6 

k 

1 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  Notified 


Respiratory 


Non-Respiratory 


Nil 


Nil 


Food  Poisoning  - 


No  case  of  food  poisoning,  or  suspected  food  poisoning  was 
notified  during  the  year. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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